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SEXUAL & REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH RIGHTS 
Due to widespread sexual taboos and the high value on premarital virginity, sexual education is often not passed on from 
mothers to daughters until necessary or “needed” in which case it is often too late.  
 

•  Millions of girls, married or not, lack the most basic information and services to protect themselves, and have little or 
no ability to negotiate use of condoms and other contraceptives 

•  Youth are more susceptible to contracting Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI’s), 5 young people are infected with 
HIV every minute 

•  Only 12% of young women have comprehensive knowledge of HIV/ADIS 

•  Approximately 25% of all youth become sexually active before the age of 15, often involuntarily 

•  Much of young girl’s sexual activity is motivated by poverty, and often it is coerced and violent 

•  Comprehensive sexual education programs enable adolescents to make safe and responsible decisions about sex 

Child and early 
marriage are expected 
to claim the futures of 
some 100 million girls 

in the next decade 
 

GENDER VIOLENCE 
•  Data shows that at least one in every three women are survivors of some 

from of gender-based violence, most often inflicted by family  

•  Girls aged 13 – 18 constitute the largest group in the sex industry; an 
estimated 500,000 are trafficked each year 

•  Girls from poor families are susceptible to being recruited or sold into 
prostitution by their families 

•  Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) affects 130 Million girls and women 
worldwide and places 2 Million at risk each year 

EDUCATION 
 

* 110 Million of the world’s children, two thirds 
of them girls, are not in school 
 

* Progress in education also slowed during the 
period of globalization 

 

For more information visit: 
www.unicef.org 
www.iwhc.org 

www.youthrights.org 
www.unfpa.org 

Youth need to be educated. Youth need to be protected. 
 

   Issues of empowerment, sexual health, pregnancy, STI’s, gender, rights and responsibilities must be addressed in order to      
protect this generation’s development and enable them to make informed decisions regarding their present and future.  

   Get Informed. 
Globally, the largest share 
of adolescents and young 
people come from Asia  
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